
 
 
 
 
April 19, 2012 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Tristen Gardner, Inspector 
  Office of Enforcement and Compliance 
  Pesticides and Toxics Unit 
  
FROM: Brent Richmond, Credentialed Compliance Sampler 
  Office of Environmental Assessment 
  Environmental Services Unit 
 
SUBJECT: Case Narrative for Field Technical Support – Rainier Commons 
 
 Project Code:  HWD-208A 
 Account Code:  20122013B10P501E50   
 
Introduction 
 
 This memorandum documents sampling conducted by EPA staff at Rainier Commons, 
3100 Airport Way South, Seattle WA, on April 13, 2012.  Sampling was done by Brent 
Richmond with support from Jennifer Crawford, Dave Bartus and Tristen Gardner.  The sampling 
was done according to the Generic PCB quality assurance project plan (QAPP) with a TSCA 
PCB Site-Specific Inspection Plan approved by Don Matheny, QA Chemist. 
 
Sampling Procedure     
 
 A total of twenty one samples were collected, one of which was a PCB equipment wipe, 
nine were water/liquid samples, and 11 were Sediment/Bulk samples.  The samples were 
collected by various methods depending on the density of the sediment or if it was liquid.   
 
The water/liquid samples were collected from totes labeled T-01 to T-07 and one 55 gallon drum 
with a new/clean composite liquid sampler (COLIWASA).  Samples were placed in clean QC 
class 500 milliliter (ml) glass containers to composite each sample.  Each tote contained various 
levels of sediment and head space.  Two to four dips of the COLIWASA were needed to obtain 
enough liquid.  The composites were then poured off into two clean QC class 40 ml vials. 
    
Sediment sampling of totes T-01 to T-07 was done with a plastic bailer with the top end cut off.  
The totes with enough sediment to stick the bailer into the sediment and extract sample material 
were done in this fashion.  The totes with light sediment were vacuumed using a bailer with a 
hand vacuum pump attached.  In each case, a new bailer was used for each individual tote.  The 
samples were placed directly from the bailer into a clean QC class 500 ml amber jar.    



2 

 
Heavy material in the Clean Harbors red steel “sweepings” totes, serial numbers 10413 and 
10416, were either scooped out using a stainless steel scoop on a pole (10413) or with a core 
sampler (10416).  For each a 3x3 grid pattern was used to composite the sample in a stainless 
steel bowl.  Tote 10416 only 6 of the 9 discrete sites were obtained due to trash and the mounding 
of the sweepings in the tote.  Each discrete sample from the grid was placed into a clean stainless 
steel bowl to composite.  After thoroughly mixing the sample was placed into clean QC class jars.  
 
QA/QC for the sampling event included:   a field duplicate on T-05 water, a PCB wipe on 
sediment scoops and cores used for sampling sweepings totes, a field duplicate of the sweepings 
tote 10413, an MS/MSD for the lab was taken on T-07 liquid sample, and a field duplicate on T-
01 for sediment.  EPA staff also provided split samples for Rainier Commons environmental 
representative.   
 
A copy of the chain of custody is included in Attachment 1(pg 3-4).  A copy of the quality 
certification from the sample container manufacturer is included in Attachment 2 (pg 5-9).  The 
samples were placed in a cooler with wet ice and transported under chain of custody to the EPA 
Region 10 Laboratory on April 13, 2012.  Field logbook and original chain of custody forms will 
be mailed to Tristen Gardner for the case file. 
 
Field Analysis  
 
No field analysis was performed. 
 
 
Photo Log 
 
No photos by sampler.  Inspector took all pictures. 
 
Site Diagram 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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